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Jarah joined USRA’s Division of Space Life Sciences in 2004 as a BFSB Postdoctoral 
Fellow and worked with Dr. Honglu Wu of NASA’s Radiation Biodosimetry Laboratory at 
Johnson Space Center during her two-year appointment. Her research focused on 
space radiation, DNA damage and repair, nutrient conditions, and their combined effects 
on the health of astronauts. 

During her NASA / USRA appointment, Dr. Meador was awarded a grant by the National 
Science Foundation’s International Research Fellowship Program.  The grant funded a 
three month research project entitled “Impacts of solar ultraviolet radiation and nutrient 
limitation on marine microorganisms” which she completed in collaboration with 
laboratories located in Grenoble and Banyuls sur-Mer, France. 

After completing her two-year BFSB appointment, Dr. Meador accepted a Postdoctoral 
position with the Columbia University's Center for Radiological Research.  She is now 
working with Dr. Adayabalam Balajee exploring the response of human cells to low 
doses of ionizing radiation.  More specifically, they are researching the signal 
transduction pathways that may be activated by exposure to low doses of radiation. 
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